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References are to paragraphs and subdivisions under paragraphs.

Abortion, 3222.B
Administrative Committee (annual conference), 5200
buildings and locations committee, 6410.C
churches
affiliate, reception, 6830.B
fellowship, sponsor, 6820.A
merger/ closing recommendation, responsibility, 6420
society, new, authorize, 6840.B
conference ministerial candidates, receive, if authorized, 8710
delegates, elect, 4030.C, 4040.C
fund appeals, approve, 6440.D
light and life Christian school, guidelines, 5270.A
property and buildings, restriction, 6410.D
strategic planning, 5200.B
superintendent, financial support, 5110.C.2
task forces and committees, 5200.B
Affiliate congregations, 6830
Affiliated institutions (schools), 4820
Alcohol, 158, 3213
Amending the constitution, methods of, 210-213
Annual conferences, 5000-5800
membership, 5100
character of ministers, 5230.K-L
elders and deacons, ordained, 5350, 5400.A
approve elders, 5320.C
credentials, 5430.A
general conference delegate, elders may serve as, 5400.B
local Board of Administration, 6300
chair of, 6300.B
deacons, ordained, serving on, 6300.A.3
located, 5700
transfers and terminations, 5500-5520
conference ministerial candidates, 5340
approval by Administrative Committee, if authorized, 8710
approve, 5320.B
questions asked for conference membership, 8720
serving on committees, 5340.F
corporate discipline, reported and published, 7190
credentials, 5010.C, 6250.E.1
delegates
from societies, 6250.E
to general conference, 5010-5030
from affiliate congregations, 6830.H
from church planting projects, 6810.H
from fellowships, 6820.H
Administrative committee, 5200



appeals, 7200
appointments, 5220
pastoral staff, 6710, 6730
special cases of, 5600-5660
auditor, 5150
boards and committees, 5200-5270
Administrative Committee, 5200
buildings and locations, 6410.C-D
Christian Schools, 5270
evangelism, 6820
finance, 5240
responsible to local Board of Administration, 6340.D-E
school principal, employment criteria, 6340.F
ministerial appointments, 5220
Ministerial Education and Guidance, 5230
Nominating Committee, 5080
nominate delegates, 6310.D.2-3
superintendent nomination, 5110.A
pastor’s cabinet, 6320
Social Issues and Ministries, 5250
superintendents cabinet, 5210
world missions, 5260
boundaries, 4320.0
merger of, 4320.0
new societies on conference boundaries, 6850
church planting, 6810
on conference boundaries, 6850
conference year, 5050
ethnic ministries, 6800.D
evaluation of ministry effectiveness, 5800
evangelists, 5660.B
limitation of powers, 5060
merger of, 4320.0
minutes to bishops, 5130.B.6
mission origin, of, 4570
officers, 5100-5180
ordained ministry, 5300-5700
organization, 5010-5080, 5170
pension plan, agent, 4380, 5150
presiding officer, 5100
property, ownership, purchase, sale, mortgage, 6400
approve projects, 6410.C
buildings and locations committee, 6410.C
declared abandoned, 6400.G, 6420
purchase restriction, 6400 E
trust clause, 6400.D
provisional annual conferences, 4560
right of appeal, 7200.A
secretary, 5130
structure, 5000, 5070
superintendent, 5110



time and place, 5040
treasurer, 5140
voting, 5030
Annual conference of mission origin, 4570
Annual meeting (local), 6200.B
Appeals
court of, 7200
right of, 7200.A
Appellate court - see court of appeals
Appointment of pastors, 5220, 5600-5660
Architecture, church, 6410
Area fellowships, 220.D.6
leadership development, 4140.A.7
Area superintendent, 5110.A.6
Articles of Incorporation, Free Methodist Church of North America, 9000
Articles of Religion, 101-131, 6040.2
Associate institutions (schools), 4830
Associate membership, 6130
Association of Free Methodist Educational Institutions, 4850
Association of Human Service Ministries, 4750
annual report to Board of Administration, 4750.C
Audit review committee, 4350.D.5
Auditor
annual conference, 5150
general church, 4320.].1
society, 6250.K
Christian school, preschool, day care, 6340.E
Auxiliary organizations, 4900-4910
Men'’s Ministries International, 4900
financial reporting, 4320.].3
Women'’s Ministries International, 4910
financial reporting, 4320.].3

Ballot voting - see voting
Baptism, 123-124
article on, 124
modes of, 8000
record of, 6300.F, M
requirement for membership, 151.A, 6100
ritual, 8010-8050
adults, 8050
affirmation of baptismal vows, 8040
children, 8030
infants, 8010
sacrament of, 3411, 4120.C
who may baptize
conference ministerial candidates, 5340
elders, 5400.C
licensed pastors, 5640
local ministerial candidates, 6500.K



ordained deacons, 5350
Benefits Committee, 4150, 4380.D-F
Biblical concept of the church, page9
Bishops, 4100-4200
amenable to, 4100
area fellowships, assist, 4140.7
assignment to areas, 4200.C
Board of Administration, 4300
meetings of, call, 4320.B
member of, 4310.G
Board of Bishops, 4200
cite conference appointees, 4140.4
chaplains, approve, 4700.B-C
council of bishops, serve on, 200.D
credentials lost, permanent file, 5430.D
delegates to annual conference, equal lay and ministerial, ensure, 5110.B
divorce clearance, 5340.C, 5510.D, 5650
consecrated deacons, 6600.D
duties and powers, 4120-4140
educational institutions, relationship to, 4810.C.6
election, 4110
general conference, member of, 4020
presiding officer, 4070
general superintendents, 5300
nomination, 4110
ordain elders, 4120.D, 4130.C.1
organize conferences, 4140.6
preside at
annual conferences, 4130.C.c
general conference, 4070.A
ministerial appointments committees, 4140.2
provisional general and general conference preparation, 4580.B, 4580.D
questions of law, decide, 4140.A.8
retirement, 4150
role of a bishop, 4120-4140
conceptual, 4120
practical, 4130-4140
rulings by, 4140.A.8
salary and benefits of, 4320.G, 4350.D.3
suffragan, 4580.C-E
suspend ministers, 4140.5, 7130.B
term of office, 4110.A
training of superintendents, 4140.1
vacancies filled, 4110.C
World Conference delegates, 230.D.1.a
World Ministries Center overseer, 4320.H
Board of Administration (general church), 4300-4320
annual conference of mission origin, approval of, 4570
association of human service ministries, 4750
president, honorary member of, 4750.F
reports to, 4750.A



authority and responsibilities, 4320
Board of Directors, publishing house, 4400.B
boards and committees
assign work, 4310.H
benefits, 4380.E-F
industrial relations, 4320.M.3
budget and finance, 4350
communications, 4110
missions, 4520
nominating, 4310.B
chaplains, guidelines approved by, 4700
citation of society or annual conference to show cause, 4320.R
composition, 4300
conference
boundaries, 4320.0
corrective measures recommended, 4200.F
newly formed, approve, 4140.A.6
court of appeals, 4320.M.1
election of, 4300
Budget and Finance Committee, 4350.A
directors of Free Methodist Foundation, 4320.F, 4600.B
secretary, 4310.C
employs, 4310.E, 4320.H.3
educational institutions, 4800
affiliated institutions, endorses, 4820.B
associate institutions, endorsed by association, 4830.B
association of Free Methodist educational institutions, 4850
denominational institutions, recognizes, 4810.D
educational fund, 4840
president, association, honorary member of, 4810.E
Free Methodist Communications, 4400.B
Free Methodist Foundation, 4600
Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, approved by, 4600
directors, elected by, 4600.B
president, honorary member of, 4600.G
reports to, 4600.F
responsibility, assigned, 4600.C-E
General Missionary Board, serves as, 4510
honorary members of, 4300.A.5
John Wesley seminary foundation, 4860
members of corporation, serves as the, 4860.B
supported by home ministries budget, 4860.C
legal matters, 4320.M
merger of, 4320.0
missions, 4500-4580
area directors, consulted in appointment, 4530.B
executive leadership team, 4540
executives, 4530
nomination and election of members, 4300
organization, 4310
Pension Board, 4380.D



pension plan, 4380
primary duty of members, 4320.D
provisional general or general conferences, mission origin, approved by, 221.A, 4580
questions of law, decide, 4140.A.8
quorum, 4320.C
report to general conference, 4310.D
restoration of society or annual conference, 4320.R
salaries, 4320.G.
termination of membership, 4310.F
United Ministries for Christ, 4360
vacancies, filled by, 4320.E
world referendum, surrender right to vote, 230.B.2
Board of Administration (society) - see local Board of Administration
Board of Christian Education - see Pastors and Church Leaders Manual, Appendix B
Board of Christian School - see LHight-andEife Christian School board
Board of Evangelism, 6280
Board of Bishops, see Bishops
duties, 4200, 4520.E, 4520.C
Board of Directors
Free Methodist Church of North America, 4320.Q, 9100 articles 1.1 and 2.1
Free Methodist Publishing House, 4320.K
Indemnification of, 9100 article 8
John Wesley Seminary, 4860.B
Board of Stewards, 6250.H
Boards of trustees, 6250.1, 6400
Board of missions - see missions committee
Boundaries, 4320.0
between general conferences, 230.C.2
conferences of mission origin, 4140.B
Budget and Finance Committee, 4350
bishops and executive salaries, recommend, 4350.D.3
recommend budget, 4360.F
Buildings and locations committee, 6410.C-D
Burial service, 8310
Bylaws, Free Methodist Church of North America, 9100

Certificates, credentials

conference ministerial candidate, 8710

*consecration of deacons, 6600.E

disputes between general conferences over credentials, 230.C.2

lay
*deacons (consecrated), 8500
*delegate to annual conference credential, 6250.E.1
delegate to general conference credential, 4050, 5010.C
*local ministerial candidate certificate, 6500.D.4
*membership letter of transfer, 6140

ministers, members of conference
certificate of standing, 5500.A
delegate to general conference credential, 4050, 5010.C
deposit of, 5430.B, 5430.F, 5630



loss of, 5430.E
ordination, presented, 8400
refusal to surrender, 5430
restoration of, 5430.D, 7210
secretary, report on credentials not valid, 5130.B.7
surrender of, 5430.C, 5520.A.2-4, 5700.D
transfer, 5500
ministers, transferring in, 5510.C
ordination credentials, 5430
reported, by conference secretary, 5130.B.7
*see Pastors and Church Leaders Manual, Appendix C for forms
Chaplains, 4700
Guidelines for Ecclesiastical Chaplain Credentials, 4700.B, 6450
Character - see genuine Christian character, 3200-3250
Character of ministers, 5230.K-L
Characteristics of the living church, 6010
expected outcomes, 6060
non-negotiable fundamentals, 6040
core values, 6050
Children, 3450
adoption, 118
affirmation of baptismal vows, 8040
education of, 3321
nurture and education of, 159, 3311, 3321, 6000.M-N
ritual, baptism of, 8030
youth members, 6120
Christian experience, the way of salvation, 3100-3170
assurance, 3106
awakening to God, 3103
consecration, 3107
repentance and restitution, 3104
salvation, 3102-3108
sanctification, see Entire sanctification, 3108
trust/faith, 3105
Christian Journey, The, 3000-3430
Christian life in the modern world, 3300-3470
abortion, 158, 3222.B
alcohol, use of, 158, 3213
Christian citizenship, 159, 3331
civil oaths, 3331.C
divine healing, 3414
drugs, misuse of, 158, 3213
entertainment, 158, 3212
ethical dilemmas, 3222.D
euthanasia, 3222,C
false worship, 157, 3131
gambling, 3421
homosexual behavior, 3215
labor relations, 158, 3231, 4320.M
Lord’s Day, the, 157, 3121
marriage and divorce, 159, 3311.D



marriage, the Christian and, 3311
persons, the worth of, 3340
pornography, 158, 3214
prescription drugs, 158, 3213
public schools, 3321
race relations, 158, 3231
remarriage, 3311.F
reproductive technology, 3222.A
Sabbath, 157, 3121
sanctity of life, 3222
secret societies, 157, 3132
self discipline, 158, 3211
sexual intimacy, 3215
stewardship of possessions, 160, 3421
swearing oaths, 3331.C
tobacco, 158, 3213
war and peace, 3331
worth of persons, 3221
Christian schools, 3321, 4320.N, 5270, 6340
Church, biblical concept, page 9
Church discipline, 7000-7210
biblical principles, 7110
citation of annual conference or society, 4320.R
confidentiality, 7160
discipline of lay members, 7100-7200
discipline of ministers, 7100-7200
processing appeals, 7200
processing complains, accusations, 7140
responding to disorder, 7130
restoration, 7130.B
right of appeal, 7200
Church litigation, 6430
Church merger/closing, 6420
Church-planting projects, 6810
affiliated congregations, 6830
annual conferences, 5000, 5200.B
fellowship status, 6820
Ministerial Appointments Committee, initiate, 5220.1
on conference boundary, 6850
superintendent, duty of, 5110.D.7
world missions, priority, 4500, 4540.E
Church buildings and locations committee - see buildings and locations committee, 6410.C
Church property, 6400
abandoned, 6400.G
architecture, 6410
church buildings and locations, 6410.C
church dedication, ritual of, 8600
deeds, 6400
foreign countries, 4540.G
identify as Free Methodist, 6410.A
incorporation, 6400



merger/closing, 6420

mortgage of, 6400

properties committee, 6400.B

sale of, 6400.E-G

trust clause, 6400.D

trustees, 6250.1, 6400.B
Church trials - see Trials
Citations, 4320.R
Citizenship, Christian, 159, 3331
Communion - see Lord’s Supper
Conference boundaries, 4320.0

merger of conferences, 4320.0

new societies on conference boundaries, 6850
Conference intervention team, 5800.E.3
Conference ministerial candidates, 5340

amenable to, 7000.B

approval, 5230.F

certificates, 8710

continuation, 5340.E

delegate to annual conference, as, 6250.E.1

divorce, 5340.C

membership, 5320.B, 5340.B.6

privileges, 5340.G

qualifications, 5340

reception as, 8710

requirements for ordination, 5420

transfer, 5500.A

under appointment, 5340.F

without vote in annual conference, exception, 5010.C
Conference superintendent - see Superintendent
Conference year end, 5050
Confidentiality, 7160-7180
Conscientious objectors, 3331.B, 4070.B, 5130.B.8
Consecrated Deacons, 6600-6610

accountable to, 7000.B

consecration of, 5350, 6600.E, 8500

consecration ritual, 8500

handbook, 6450, 6600.D.1

list in conference office, 6610.E

located, 5230.L, 5610-5620, 5700

membership in society, 6610.A

ordination discontinued, 5350

ritual, 8500

role of, 6610

specialized ministries, 6600.B, 6700

transfer of membership, 5500.A, 6610.D
Constitution, Free Methodist Church (common), 100-160, 200-250, 6040.2
Constitution, Free Methodist Church of North America, 9000
Construction of churches, 6410

church buildings and locations, 6410.C
Core values, 6050



organizational structure, 5070, 6300.A.1
Council of Bishops, 200.D, 240
Court of Appeals, 4320.M.1, 7210.C-D
Covenant of membership, 154-160
Credentials - see Certificates

Dedication of churches, ritual for, 8600
Dedication of infants, 8020
Deeds, 6400
affiliated churches, 6840.C.1
bylaws, 9100 articles 4.1 and 6.1
superintendent, duties, 5110.D.11
Delegates
absentees not members, 5010.C
annual conference, 5010
credentials, 5010.C (see Pastors and Church Leaders Manual,
Appendix C)
election, 6250.E, 6310.D.2
member of local Board of Administration, 6300.A
member of pastor’s cabinet, 6320
number of delegates to, 5010.B
credentials, 4050
appellate court, serve on, 7210.D, 7430.B
consecrated deacons may serve as, 6610.A
divide the house in voting, 4070.D
equal ministerial and lay, 4020
general conference, 4030-4050
election, 4030, 4040
equal representation, lay and ministerial, 4020
lay delegates, 4040
ministerial delegates, 4030
Denominational institutions (schools), 4810, 4850.B
Diaconate ministry - see Consecrated Deacons
Disciple-making, 6030
Discipline of
lay members, 7130-7200
ministers, 7130-7200
Distinctive principles, Free Methodist Church, page 14
Division of the house, 4070.D
Divorce, lay, 3311.D-F
Divorce, ministers, 3311.D-F, 5650
clearance for ministry, 5340.C, 6600.D.2
from other denominations, 5510.D
remarriage, 5650
restrictions regarding, 5220.]
Doctrine, 100-131, 3430
Articles of Religion, 100-131
educational institutions to agree, 4810.B.2, 5270.C, 6340.G
Drugs, misuse of, 3213



Educational funds, 4840
Educational institutions, 4800-4860
affiliated institutions, 4820
associate institutions, 4830
association of Free Methodist educational institutions, 4850
denominational institutions, 4810
educational funds, 4840
John Wesley seminary, 4860
Elders, 5300, 5400-5430
bishops, 4110.A
Board of Administration, on, 4300.A.2
consecrated deacons complementing the work of, 6600.A
delegates, general conference, 4030.B
located, 5230.L, 5610-5620, 5700
ordination requirements, 5410-5440
outcomes-based ordination, 5410
service requirements, 5420
steps toward ordination, 5320
ritual of ordination, 8400
superintendent, 5110.A
termination, 5500.C, D
transfer, 5500.A
trial, right of, 7200.A
Entertainment, 3212
Entire sanctification, 106, 119, 156, 3108, 3170, 6020, pages 6-7
Ethical dilemmas, 3222.D
Euthanasia, 3222.C
Evaluation of ministry effectiveness, 5800
Evangelists, 5300, 5660
Expected outcomes, 4130.B.2, 6010.B, 6060, 6200.D, E.1, 6500.B
Expulsion of member, 153.C

False worship, 3131
Fasting
annual and general conferences, prior to, 4060.D, 5040
conference membership question, 8720.9
evaluation of ministry effectiveness, participants, 5800.D
Fellowship status, 6820
Finance Board, 5240, 6300.], 6440.A-B
Financial reports, 4320.]
association of human service ministries to Board of Administration, 4750.B
Free Methodist Foundation to the Board of Administration, 4600.F
Financial secretary, 6300.1
Free Methodist Church of North America Constitution, 9000
Bylaws, 9100
Free Methodist Constitution (common), 100-160, 200-250
Free Methodist Communications, 4400
Free Methodist distinctive principles, page 14
Free Methodist Fellowships, 6820



Free Methodist Foundation, 4600
annual report to Board of Administration, 4600.F
directors elected by the Board of Administration, 4320.F
pension fund reports, 4380.F.6
Free Methodist Publishing House, 4400.B, 9000.6
Board of Directors, 4320.K
Free Methodist World Missions, 4500-4540
executives, 4530
General Missionary Board, 4510
global advisory team, 4540
finance, 4540.C
personnel, 4540.D-F
trustees and property, 4540.G
Missions Catalyst Committee, 4520
Fund raising, 6440
Funeral service, 8310

Gambling, 3421
General church chief financial officer, 4320.1, 4350.A, 9100 article 3.2
General church secretary, 4070.B, 4310.C-D
General Conference, Free Methodist Church - USA, 200-222, 4000-4910
association of human service ministries, 4750
auxiliary organizations, 4900-4910
bishops, 4100-4200
Board of Administration - see Board of Administration (gen. church), 4300-4320
nomination and election of, 4300
official liaison to world conference, 230.G
chaplains, 4700
communications, Free Methodist, 4400-4410
composition of, 4020
constitution, 100-250, 9000
delegate credentials, 4030-4050
lay delegates, 4040
ministerial delegates, 4030
educational institutions, 4800-4860
finance and pension, 4350-4380
Free Methodist Foundation, 4600
minutes, 4070.B
new general conferences approved by, 222
organizing principles, 4070
powers and restrictions, 4010
elects bishops, 4110
elects Board of Administration, 4300
makes laws for the church, 4010.B
restrictive rules, 210-213
presiding officers, 4070.A
provisional general conference, new, approves, 221, 4580
quorum, 4070.C
resolutions, right of petition to, 4010.C
restrictive rules of amendment of principles of Free Methodism, 210-213



secretary, 4070.B, 4310.C-D
time and place, 4060, 4320.N
treasurer, 4320.1, 9100 article 3.2
world conference, judicial authority over, 230.C
world missions, Free Methodist, 4500-4580
General Church Funding, 4360
budget recommended by, 4350.C.3
Finance Board, promotion of, 5240
John Wesley Seminary supported through, 4860.C
world missions, 4540.C
General Conferences, 220-222
Articles of Religion, 101-131
interrelation of, 220-222
membership covenant, 154-160
new, 222
organization of, 200
relationship to World Missions, 4580
restrictive rules of amendment of the principles of Free Methodism, 210-213
World Conference, 230
referendum votes, 230.B
relationship to Administrative Committee, 230.G
review of general conference actions, 230.C
General Missionary Board, 4510, 9000.6
Gifts, spiritual, 3413
Global Advisory Team, 4540
Goal of Christian Journey, 3000

Healing, Divine, 3414

Higher education - see Educational institutions

Historical heritage and perspective, Free Methodist Church, pages 10-13
Holiness - see Entire Sanctification

Holy Communion - see Lord’s Supper

Homosexual behavior, 3215

Human rights, 3221

Incorporation, 6400, 9000
denominational institutions, 4810.B.1
indemnification, 9100 article 8
Incorporation and deeds - see church property
Infant baptism, 8010
Infant dedication, 8020
Interrelation of general conferences, 220-222
Intervention - see conference intervention team

John Wesley Seminary, 4840, 4860



Labor relations, 158, 3231, 4320.M
Language of worship, 122
Last things, 126-130
Laws for the church, 4010.B
restrictive rules, 210-213
Lay delegate - see Delegates
Lay leaders, 6200.E, 6250.D
equal representation with ministers, 212.B
selecting, 6200.E
world missions, 5260.B.2
Lay membership ritual, 8800
Leadership in the church, 3402
Legislative body, 230.B, 4010.B
Licensed pastor, 5640
Ministerial Appointments Committee, may not serve on, 5220.B
transfer of membership, 6140.F
Life in the workplace, 3231
Local Board of Administration, 6300
chair, pastor or designee, 6300.B
Christian schools, responsibility for operation of, 6340.D-F
composition of, 6300.A
conference ministerial candidates - service requirements, 5420
consecration of deacons, 6600.D
deacon (consecrated), 6600
annual review, 6600.F
certification, 6600.D
consecration, 6600.E
divorce clearance, 6600.D.2
record of, 6610.E
discipline and restoration of a lay member, 7130-7200
election of
boards and committees, 6300
other positions, 6300.F, H, ], L
evaluate ministry effectiveness, 5800
fellowship status, 6820.F
Finance Board, 6300.]J-L
lay leaders, 6200.E.3
local ministerial candidates, 6500
amenability to, 6500.C
annual review, 6500.1
interview and approval, 6500.D.3
licenses of, 6300.Q
membership in the society, 6500.H
questions asked of, 8700.A-B
recommendation to the Ministerial Education and Guidance Board by, 6500.L
located elders and deacons, 5620, 5700.E
membership, 6110
care committee, 6300.0-P, 6330
actions may be taken by, 7130-7150
pastor’s cabinet, serving as, 6320.9
local Board of Administration, approved by, 151.D



youth membership, annual review, 6120.B-C
merge/ closing of churches, 6420
minutes, 6300.F
Nominating Committee, election of, 6310.A, C, D.3
order of business, (see Pastors and Church Leaders Manual, Appendix B)
pastor and staff evaluations, annual, 5800.E
pastor’s cabinet, 6320.B.7, B.9
permanent records, 6300.M
personnel committee, 6710.B.2
property, 6400, 6410
recommend local ministerial candidate to conference by, 6500.L
superintendents role, 5110.D.3-5, 12
treasurer, 6300.G-H
Local church, 6000-6850
administration, 6200
Christian education, see Pastors and Church Leaders Manual
selecting leaders, 6200.E
Local ministerial candidate, 5330, 6500
baptism, the Lord’s Supper, solemnize marriages, 6500.K
conference ministerial candidate, requirement of, 5340
examination and reception, 8700
licensing, 6300.Q, 6500.D
membership, 6500.G-H
mentoring, 6320.B.10, 6500.C
ordination, step to, 5320.A
Located deacons and elders, 5620, 5700
Lord’s Day, the, 157, 3121
Lord’s Supper, the, 123, 125, 3411, 4120.C
administration of, 8110
conference ministerial candidates, 5340.G
consecrated deacons, 6610.C
elders, 5400.C
licensed pastors, 5640.A
local ministerial candidates, 6500.K
ordained deacons, 5350
ritual for, 8100-8110

Marriage, 159, 3311
broken, 3311.C, 6330.D.3
divorce, 3311.D
recovery after, 3311
remarriage after, 3311.F, 5650
healing troubled, 3311.C
principles regarding, 3311.A
nurturing healthy, 3311.B
records of, 6300.F
ritual for, 8200-8210
who may perform ceremony
conference ministerial candidates, 5340.G
elders, 5400.C



licensed pastors, 5640
local ministerial candidates, 6500.K
ordained deacons, 5350
Membership, 150-160, 6100-6140
adult membership, 8800
affiliate congregations, 6820.D
associate membership, 6130
care committee, 6330
conference, 5010
covenant of, 154-160
Free Methodist fellowships, 6820.D
inactive list, 6110.H
instruction for, 150-151, 6110.A
lay membership ritual, 8300
leadership, requirements of members for, 6200.E
local Board of Administration approve, 151.D
ministers returned to lay status, 5630
new societies, 6840
non-negotiable for, 6040
preparatory, 8810
questions for adult membership, 8800
reinstated, 6110.E
reports, 6110.H, 6300.M
requirements, 150-151, 6100, 8800
restoration, 7130.B
special circumstances, 6150
termination of
conference membership, 5430
lay membership, 153, 6110
transfer of
lay, 6140, 8830
ministers, 5500
withdrawal, 5500.C
youth membership, 6120, 8820
Membership Care Committee, 6330
discipline and restoration of a lay member, 7130-7200
formation of, 6300.0, P
pastor’s cabinet, serving as, 6320.B.9
restoration of leadership, 7130
restoration of membership, 6110.G
Membership covenant, 154-160
acceptance of, requirement for membership, 151.B
fundraising and, 6440.C
leadership, 3402, 6200.E
membership, 3400, 8800.4
ordination and, 7100
reinstated members, 6110.E.2
teachings contrary to, 7130.A.5
Men’s Ministries International, 4900
auxiliary, 4900
file financial statement, 4320.J.3



Merger/closing of churches, 6420
Merger of conferences, 4140.B, 4320.0
Ministerial Appointments Committee, 5220
appointments
affiliate church pastors and change of appointment, 6830.C
church planting appointments, may initiate, 5220.1
evangelists, 5660.B
interim, 5220.G
lay project leader, 6810.H
leave without appointment, may, 5220.L, 5600
local ministerial candidates, 6500.K
located elders and deacons, 5620, 5700
pastors, 5220.D, 5600-5640
staff, 6710, 6730
chair, 4140.2, 5220.A
composition, 5220
discipline of ministers, 5220.K
evaluation of ministry effectiveness, 5800
recommends leave of absence, 5610
serve on Ministerial Education and Guidance Board, 5230.A
staff/senior pastor conflict resolution, 6720.B
stationed superintendents or assistants, 5110.A.7
Ministerial Credentialing Services, 6500.E
Ministerial Education and Guidance Board, 5230
certificate of standing, 5230.]
character of pastors, 5230.K-L
Christian school principal, approve, 6340.F.2
conference ministerial candidates, 5340
annually recommended by, 5340.B.4, B.7, E
received, 8710
interviewed, 5340.B.4
corporate discipline, 7130
covenant of restoration, 7130
deacons (consecrated), divorce clearance, 6600.D
divorce/remarriage restrictions, 5510.D, 5650
evaluation of ministry effectiveness, 5800
evangelists, approval required, 5660
licensed pastor, 5640
local ministerial candidate, 5330, 6500
notifications received, 6500.F
recommendations received, 6500.L
located deacons and elders, 5700
ordinands, recommended by, 5320.C, 5420.D, 5430.D, 5440.E
qualifications for pastoral ministry, considered by, 5310.D
reception from other denominations, 5510.A, D
equivalency principle, 5510.B
restoration of credentials, 7210.E, 7240
return to lay status, 5630
service requirements determined, 5420
staff selection process, 6710.A, B
staff/senior pastor conflict resolution, 6720.B



superintendent nominating committee, if asked, 5110.A.2
suspend for cause, 5220.K
transfer of ministers, 4140.A.3, 5500
Ministerial Education and Guidance Board Manual, 6460, 7130
Ministers - see Pastors, 5300-5700
Minutes
annual conference, 5130.B.1, 6
general conference, 4070.B
local Board of Administration, 6300.F
society, 6300.F
Mission districts, 4550
approval of candidates for ordination, 4540.F
Mission of the Free Methodist Church, 6000.A, 6040.2, 4
Missionary personnel, 4500, 4540.D
Missions Catalyst Committee, 4360.A, 4520

Needs of persons, page 13
New churches, 6800-6850
New conferences, 4560-4570
New general conferences, 222, 4580
Nominating Committee
annual conference, 5080
Christian School Board, guidance on, 5720.A
Ministerial Appointments Committee nominations, if approved, 5220.A
Superintendent Nominating Committee, 5110.A, B
Board of Administration, 4300
Benefits Committee nominations, 4380.D
Budget and Finance Committee nominations, 4350.A
Missions Catalyst Committee nominations, 4520
termination of membership, 4310.F
General Conference, 4310.B
Board of Administration, nominating chair and vice
chair, 4310.A
lay delegate nominations, 4040
ministerial delegate nominations, 4030
secretary, 4310.C
local society, 6250.F, 6310
duties of, 6310.D
nominating delegates, if approved, 6250.E.1
selecting leaders, 6200.E.3
World Conference, 230.D.4
Non-negotiable fundamentals, 6040

Oaths, 3132, 3331.C
Operating committee, 4320.H.1
budget preparation, 4360.F, 4540.C.3
Ordained ministry, 5300-5430
conference ministerial candidate, 5340
credentials, 5430



elder’s orders, 5400-5430, 6050.3
local ministerial candidate, 5330
qualifications for, 5310, 5410-5430
ritual, 8400
service requirements, 5420
steps to, 5320

Outcomes-based ordination, 5410

Parliamentary procedure - see Robert’s Rules of Order
Parsonage rental, 6450.B
Pastoral staff assistants, 6700-6730
change in appointment, 6730
selection/appointment, 6710
supervision, 6720
Pastors, 5300-5700
administering Lord’s Supper - see Lord’s Supper
annual conference, 5000
appeal, right of, 7430
members of, 5010.A
appointments
chaplains, 4700.D
evangelists, 5660
leave of absence, 5610
leave without appointment, 5600
licensed pastor, 5640
located elders and deacons, 5620
pastors, 5220.D, F
return to lay status, 5630
staff assistants, 6710
baptism - see Baptism
bishops as pastors, 4120.A
cabinet, 6320
certification of, 5800.B
character of, 5230.K-L
conference ministerial candidates, 5320.B, 5340
as pastor in charge, vote, 5010.C
deacons (consecrated), mentored by, 6600.D
deacons (ordained), 5350
delegates, support of, 6250.E.3
discipline of, 7110-7200
divorce and remarriage, 5220.J, 5340.C, 5650, 6600.D.2
elders - see elders, 5400
evaluation of, 5800.A
evangelize entire community, 6060.4
ex officio on boards, 6300.C
God'’s call, help people recognize, 6600.C
healing, providing opportunity for, 3414
Holy Communion, counsel regarding for, 8100
independent congregation, leadership of, 5500.D
local ministerial candidate mentored, 6500.C
Lord’s Day, observing the Sabbath principle, 3121



member of annual conference, 5320.C, 5400
missions workshops for pastors, 5260.B.2
ordination, 5400-5430
ritual, 8400
vows of, kept, 6050.3
parsonage, rented, 6450.B
pastoral duties, 5300-5310
pastor’s cabinet, nominate members, 6320.A
pension plan, 4380
preaching on practical charity, 4750.E
premarital counsel and marriage guidelines, 3311.B
present scriptural qualifications for selecting leaders, 6200.E, 6250.D
preside at meetings, 6250.B, 6300.B
qualifications for pastoral ministry, 5310
communication, 5310.B
leadership, 5310.B
pastoral care, 5310.B
personal characteristics, 5310.B
spiritual, 5310.B
reception from other denomination, 5510
reception into conference membership, 5320.C, 8720
resignation letters from pastoral staff assistants, 6730
restoration, 7130
staff assistants, 6700
steps toward ordination, 5320
superintendent, 5110
as pastor in charge, 5110.D.1
as pastor to the pastors, 5110.D.8
recommending pastoral changes, 5110.D.9
superintendent’s cabinet, a forum for pastors, 5210.B.1
support of, 6440
suspension of, 5220.K
termination of, 5220
transfer of, 5500
withdrawal from service in conference, 5500.E
Pastors and Church Leaders Manual, 6110.A, 6140.D-E, 6250.H, R, 6300.S, 6450, 8050, 8100, 8810, 9000
Pastor’s cabinet, 6250.M, 6320
Penalties
expulsion, 153.C, 7130.B.5, 7190
forfeiture of credentials, 5430.C
lay status, 7130.B.4
reproof and counsel, 7130
restrictions of function, 7130.B.5
suspension, 7130.B.5, 7190.B
termination of membership (lay), 7130.B.4
withdrawal under complaint, 5430.C, 7190.D
Pension agent, 5160
Pension plan, 4380
conference agent, 5160
staff pastors, 6830.E.2
Petition to general conference, right of, 4010.C



Pornography, 3214
Premarital counseling, 3311
Properties committee, 6400.B
Property - see Church property
Provisional annual conference, 4560
delegates to general conference, 4030.A, B, 4040.A, B
mission district to, 4550
to annual conference, 4570
Provisional general conference, 221, 4580
World Conference, representation on, 230.D.1
Publishing house, 4400.B
Purpose and Character of Free Methodist Church, pages 9-15

Quorum
Free Methodist Church Corporation, 9100 article 1.8, 1.9
general conference, 4070.C
Board of Administration, 4320.C

Records
annual conference
decisions of disciplinary law, 5130.B.5
located deacons and elders, 5700.A
names, new churches, 6800.C
secretary, custodian of official records, 5130.B.4
general conference, 4070.B
financial, 4350.C.1
local church, 5110.D.2, 6300.M
Referendum, 210-211, 230.B
Reproductive technology, 3222.A
Resolutions and petitions, 4010.C
Resources for churches, 3500, 6460
Restoration, 7130.B, 7210
aim of, 7120
covenant of, 7130.B
credentials restored, 5430.D, 7210
marriages, 3440.C-E
membership, 7130
inactive list, 6110.H
Membership Care Committee, actions, 7130.B
Ministerial Education and Guidance Board actions, 7130.B
ministerial office functions cease until restored, 5520.C
public reproof and forgiveness, 7190
refusal of counsel, 6110.G
salvation-restoration, 120
Restrictive rules and methods of amendment of the principles of Free Methodism, 210-213
Retirement of bishops, 4150
Review Boards, 7150
Right of appeal, 213, 7150
Rituals
adult membership, 8800



baptism, 8000-8050
adults, 8050
affirmation of baptismal vows, 8040
children under twelve, 8030
infant, 8010
burial of the dead, 8300-8310
conference ministerial candidate, 8710
consecration of deacons, 8500
dedication of churches, 8600
dedication of infants, 8020
Holy Communion - The Lord’s Supper, 8100-8100
local ministerial candidate, 8700
matrimony, solemnization of, 8200-8210
member of annual conference, 8720
ordination of elders, 8400
transfer of membership, 8830
youth membership, 8820
Robert’s Rules of Order, 4010.B, 5030, 6250.Q, 6300.R
Role of a bishop, 4120-4140
conceptual, 4120
practical, 4130

Sacraments, 121-125
administration of, 8110
conference ministerial candidates, 5340.G
consecrated deacons (Lord’s Supper), 6610.C
elders, 5400.C
licensed pastors, 5640.A
local ministerial candidates, 6500.K
ordained deacons, 5350
baptism, 124, 8000
biblical and historical role of pastors, to administer the, 5300
expelled minister, no privileges, 5520.C
life in the church, 3411
Lord’s Supper, 125, 8100
ordination vows, 8400.3
renewing resource, 3311.C
right of members, 152.A
rituals, 8000-8100
Salvation - see Christian experience, 114-120, 3108
Sanctification - see Entire Sanctification
Sanctity of life, 3222
Schools - see Christian schools
Scriptures, the, 108-110, 131, 6040.1
Secretary,
annual conference, 5130
citation to show cause, served by, 4320.R
credentials
general conference delegates provided by, 4050.A
ministers



deposited, receipted by, 5430.B, C, E, 5500.D, 5630
presented, 8400
duties, 5130
special sitting notification by, 5110.A.8
time and place set by, if needed, 5040
treasurer’s report, received by, 5140.A
general conference, 4070.B
bishop nomination process, carried out, 4110.B
Board of Administration
may be member of, 4310.G
report for, 4310.D
election of, 4310.C
hire of a general church secretary, 4310.E
records, custodian of, 4070.B
special sitting called by, if needed, 4060.B
term, 4070.B
local society
Board of Administration, 6250.B, 6300.F
credentials, provided for annual conference delegates by, 6250.E.1
fellowship status, of, 6820.F
society meeting, 6300.F, 6350.B
world conference, 230.F
Secret societies, 3132
Self discipline, 3211
Service requirements for ordination, 5420
Sexual intimacy, 3215
Social Issues and Ministries Committee, 4750.E, 5250
Social security, 4370
Societies (local church)
duties, 6250
membership in, 6100, 6200.A, 6250.A
merger, closing, 6420
new societies, 6840
new societies on conference boundaries, 6850
Society meeting, 6200.B, 6250
Board of Administration, composition determined by, 6300.A
Board of Stewards, 6250.H
lay delegates, 6250.E
Nominating Committee, 6250.F
secretary, 6250.B, 6300.F
treasurer, 6250.], 6300.G
trustees, 6400.B
Solemnization of marriage (ritual), 8200
Spiritual gifts, 3413
Staff assistants, 6700-6730
Stewards, 6250.H, 6300.E
Stewardship of possessions, 3421
support of church ministries, 6300.L, 6440.A
tithe, 6440.A
fellowship status churches, 6820.E.4
leadership commitments, 6200.E.2, 6300.A.2



Suffragan bishop, 4580.C-F
Superintendent, 5110

advisory committee, 5110.A.9

area superintendent, 5110.A.6

assistant superintendents, 5110.A.7

cabinet, 5210

election, 5110.A

financial support, 5110.C

home of, 5110.C.4

membership, 5500.F

nomination, 5110.A

qualifications, 5110.B

recall of, 5110.A.10

role of, 5120

stationed, 5110

term of office, 5110.A.5

training, 5110.B.2

vacancy, 5110.A.8
Superintendent’s cabinet, 5210
Superintendents Manual, 6460
Supply pastors - see Licensed pastors
Support

bishops, 4320.G

pastors, 6450

superintendents, 5110.C
Suspension

annual conference, 4320.R

lay members, 7130-7200

ministers, 5220.K, 7130-7200

Task forces, 5200.B
Tithing - see Stewardship of possessions
Tobacco, use of, 158, 3213
Transfer certificates — see Certificates, credentials
Treasurers
annual conference, 5140
auditor, reviewing work of,
member of Finance Board, 5240
Free Methodist Church of North America corporation,
9100 articles 3 and 6
general church, 4320.1
Budget and Finance Committee, member of, 4350.A
local society, 6250.], 6300.G, H, ]
fellowship status church, 6820.F
financial secretary, 6300.1
qualifications, 6200.E.3
reporting, 6250.0
world conference, 230.F
Trust clause, 6400.D
Trustees, 6250.1, 6400.B
association of Free Methodist educational institutions, 4850.B



dedication of churches, 8600

educational institutions, 4810.B.2, C.1, 4820.A.1, 4830.A.1
missions properties, 4540.G

pension plan, 4380.C

trust clause, 6400.D

Vision of the Free Methodist Church, 6000.B
Voting, 4070.D, 5030, 6250.B

War and peace, 3331
conscientious objectors, 3331.B, 4070.B, 5130.B.8
military enlistment, 3331.B
Wesley, John, pages 4 and 6, 4000, 6020
Women in ministry, page 15
Women’s Ministries International, 4910
auxiliary, 4910
file financial statement, 4320.J.3
World Conference, Free Methodist Church, 200.C, 230
constitution, 230
Executive Committee, 230.F
judicial authority, 230.C
legislative authority, 230.B
officers, 230.F
organizational structure, 230.D
referendum votes, 230.B
review of general conference actions, 230.C
World Ministries Center personnel, 4320.H
overseer, 4320.H, 4350.A
World Missions - see Free Methodist World Missions
Worth of persons, 3221

Yearbook, 6110.H
financial reports, 4320.].2
mission conferences noted, 4560.B
Youth members, 6120, 8820
affirmation of baptism vows, 8040
ineligible to vote, 6250.A
transfer, 6140.E



